[Methaemoglobin-behaviour due to carticaine (= Ultracain) (author's transl)].
The influence of carticaine on the formation of methaemoglobin was investigated in 22 patients undergoind spinal (n = 10) or epidural (n = 12) anaesthesia. Carticaine in a dose of 1,35 mg/kg, as used for spinal anaesthesia, did not influence the concentration of methaemoglobin. Carticaine in a dose of 5 mg/kg however, as used for epidural anaesthesia, increased the formation of methaemoglobin slightly at 30 min after injection. This increase is of little clinical importance since the upper limits of the normal range were not reached.